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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 19, 2021, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MAZIE
K. HIRONO, a Senator from the State of
Hawaii.

——

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, the center of our joy,
give our lawmakers this day the cre-
ativity and wisdom to solve problems
and facilitate faith. As they seek to
keep our Nation strong, provide them
with the long view of their work. Lord,
remind them that it is better to fail in
a cause that will ultimately succeed
than to succeed in a cause that will ul-
timately fail. Bless them with humil-
ity, integrity, and compassion for the
living of these days.

And, Lord, thank You for the exem-
plary and courageous life and legacy of
former Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell. Bless his family and loved ones and
all those who grieve his death.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 18, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. HIRONO, a
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. HIRONO thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
following nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Christine P. O’Hearn, of New Jersey, to

be United States District Judge for the
District of New Jersey.
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

REMEMBERING COLIN POWELL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
today, we learned that America has
lost a trailblazing leader with the pass-
ing of Colin Powell.

It is hard to imagine a more
quintessentially American story: A son
of Jamaican immigrants who learned
Yiddish from his boyhood neighbors in
the Bronx becomes a four-star general
in the U.S. Army and serves four Presi-
dential administrations, including as
National Security Advisor, the young-
est ever Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, and the first Black Secretary
of State.

As a young officer, General Powell
rendered brave and distinguished serv-
ice on the frontlines. As a senior lead-
er, he helped four Presidents protect
our Nation, represent us on the world
stage, and chart our course through un-
certain and turbulent times that in-
cluded the dawn of a new century and
the beginning of our global war on ter-
rorists, who will not leave America
alone even if we leave them alone.

Today, we remember and honor a
man who truly dedicated his entire life
to serving his country.

THE ECONOMY

Madam President, now on an entirely
different matter, there is a famous say-
ing: If you find yourself in a hole, the
first thing to do is to stop digging.
Well, my Democratic colleagues’ policy
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